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Summary of the Article
The article “Kanye West’s White House Rant Steals Trump’s Spotlight” is authored by Katie Rogers and published by The New York Times Magazine on October 11, 2018. 
This article examines how Kanye West’s visit to the white house provided significant views that the government can use to better the lives of Americans from different sectors and backgrounds. Rogers explains that Kanye West has been a critic of the sitting governments for many years since 2005. Even in the last election, Kanye West was on the Democrat's team led by former secretary of state, Hillary Clinton. However, after the political process that saw the Republican candidate, Donald Trump took office; Kanye West and his wife have softened their tone towards the government. Rogers explains that West’s visit to the White House was official and not social. He says that the visit to the White House was “ostensibly a working lunch to discuss workforce training programs” (Rogers, 2018, p. 2). 
Rogers further examines Kanye West’s speech, which shows how Mr. West appreciates the commitment of the president to better the lives of Americans. For instance, he highlights some of the achievement that President Trump has achieved in the past months he has been in office including reaching out to the North Korean leader, Kim Jong Un early this year. According to Rogers, Mr. West praised the president for stopping the war with North Korea. Mr. West also noted how the president’s decisions had impacted him; for instance, “Mr. Trump had given him a ‘Superman cape’ to be a force for good” (Rogers, 2018, p 7). 
Rogers also explains how Mr. West’s speech left President Trump with his advisory team speechless. After being presented with a drawing of a hydrogen-powered plane, the president lacked words to say, but concluded that the idea was “pretty impressive” (Rogers, 2018). Rogers explained that since the president took office, this was one of the latest visits that Mr. West’s family had undertaken to the White House. Mr. West with his wife Kim Kardashian West has been going to the White House frequently in the past months to express their opinions that can help the government improve the lives of the Americans, especially the minority groups like the African Americans and women. 
Rogers explains how significant Ms. Kardashian West’s visit to the White House has improved and changed the lives of a few people who have not been considered before. For instance, her visit spurred the release of a 63-year old lady who was sentenced to life imprisonment in 1996 following cocaine possession and money laundering (Rogers, 2018). The musician’s visit and other musicians seem to propel changes that would help change the lives of many Americans. 
Critique
I think that Mr. West’s views are very disappointing because he does not seem genuine. Most of the things he claimed to be solutions to the problems like a hydrogen-power aeroplane are more of bragging than offering a genuine solution. However, one can understand that he is from the entertainment industry, he may be entertaining people. But, I think that the problems that Americans, especially those from minority groups like African Americans, experience are real and genuine. Therefore, it would be better if the solutions offered were concerning the ways to improve their lives. 
Rogers has explained that in 2015, Mr. West seemed to be happy with provoking people into believing that he was interested in the 2020 presidential race. I think that Roger’s statement towards Mr. West may have some truth behind it. After the 2016 election, Mr. West had been heard to involve in discussion regarding his political ambitions. Despite that he has not been clear over this issue; I think that his visits to the White House have nothing to do with the people of the United States, but his own ambitions. 
Rogers explains some of the plans that Mr. West claims to have, and all them looks like he is trying to secure his own agendas. For instance, he has been advocating for the bill that would update music copyright law for the digital age. This would ensure that musicians like him have more advantages when it comes to the music business. One may argue that even though he is advocating for the rights of the musicians, he may have genuine intentions. 
As an African American, I expected that when he got the chance to talk to the president he would express concerns that affect the black people and other minority racial groups. For instance, the majority of black people are still living in poverty, and they do not have access to equal opportunities with the Whites. If at all he was advocating for the rights of the minority groups, he would be talking of issues that are affecting the majority in the United States. 
Most of the black people still live in poverty because of the historical experiences where they served as slaves to the White people. As Zalis (2018) explains, the wage gap between male and female is still high, but the gap is even wider for black women. This is still the same notion up to date since no black is expected to have the same or equal opportunity with a White person. Up to date, it is difficult for a black person to own a home in the United States because they still do not have access to equal socioeconomic opportunities with their White counterparts. Zalis (2018) explains that diversity is good for perspective. Therefore, instead of talking about music modernization act, Mr. West could have been talking about how the government can ensure that the government invests in programs that would ensure social and economic equality among the minority racial groups. Slavery was not a choice that the ancestors of the black people chose, but once their generations have found themselves in it, it is important to fight it with every way possible. One way to ensure that the social, economic and political inequalities are eradicated is for the activists to work with the government institutions and political leaders to eradicate them.
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